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SDMAC FOUNDATION LAUNCHES DOLLAR-FOR-DOLLAR MATCHING CAMPAIGN 
FOR MILITARY STUDENT ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP 

 

USS Midway Foundation to donate one dollar for each dollar donated to  
SDMAC Foundation before December 31 

 
SAN DIEGO, CA, Nov. 15, 2016 – The San Diego Military Advisory Council (SDMAC) Foundation today 
launched the “Return the Favor, Dollar-for-Dollar” matching campaign to raise funds to award two 
military college students with academic scholarships valued at $15,000 each as part of the “Military 
Student of the Year” academic scholarship program. For the campaign, SDMAC Foundation has 
partnered with the USS Midway Foundation, which will donate one dollar for each dollar donated to 
SDMAC Foundation between today and December 31. To make a tax-deductible donation, visit 
http://www.sdmacfoundation.org/return-the-favor.html. 
 
“We are thrilled to partner with SDMAC Foundation for the ‘Return the Favor, Dollar-for-Dollar 
campaign,’” said Daniel D. Beintema, President of the USS Midway Foundation. “Our military men and 
women serve our community, twice—first, through their service in the military; and secondly, by service 
in the civilian workforce that benefits our community. It is our honor to return the favor to these men 
and women by supporting the SDMAC Foundation Military Student of the Year academic scholarship 
that helps prepare them for that civilian service.” 
 
“We are grateful for the USS Midway Foundation’s support in providing this matching donation,” said 
Pete Hedley, President of the SDMAC Foundation and a founder of SDMAC. “In today’s environment, it is 
rare to complete an undergraduate degree in four years, particularly for careers in the Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) fields. Hence, there is a gap in the amount of tuition 
the GI Bill provides and what students need to complete their degree. The SDMAC Foundation Military 
Student of the Year academic scholarship bridges this gap, helping military students to finish their 
undergraduate education without incurring significant debt.” 
 
The Military Student of the Year academic scholarships will be awarded in 2017 and 2018, respectively. 
The first scholarship was awarded to U.S. Air Force Veteran and San Diego State University student 
Andrew Cumbie in the summer of 2016.  
 
“My family and I cannot adequately express our gratitude for SDMAC Foundation and SDSU awarding 
this academic scholarship to me,” said Cumbie, who is using the funds to complete his degree in Public 
Health at SDSU.  
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“Without this scholarship, we were facing the possibility of accruing debt for me to complete my 
undergraduate education. Now, I can earn my degree without going into substantial debt, freeing my 
family and I to focus on our future.” 
 
For additional information and to make a tax-deductible donation to the SDMAC Foundation Military 
Student of the Year academic scholarship, visit http://www.sdmacfoundation.org/return-the-favor.html. 
 
About the USS Midway Foundation 
The USS Midway Foundation was formed to support the vision of the USS Midway Museum becoming 
“America’s Living Symbol of Freedom.”  The Foundation awards grants on a competitive basis to 
veteran, active-duty military and law enforcement support organizations, recognizing that they are 
“Pillars of Freedom” in our community. 
 
About SDMAC Foundation 
The San Diego Military Advisory Council (SDMAC) Foundation is a 501(c)3 organization that was founded 
in early 2016 to enable SDMAC to further promote general awareness and understanding of the 
importance of a strong national defense in the region. The SDMAC Foundation supports San Diego’s 
active-duty and retired military community through program initiatives, educational outreach, and 
events funded by tax-deductible donations received by the organization. A signature program of the 
SDMAC Foundation is the continuation of the “San Diego Military Advisory Council/SDSU Military 
Student of the Year” academic scholarship that started in celebration of SDMAC’s 10th anniversary in 
2014. 
 
Individuals and corporations looking to make a tax-deductible, charitable contribution to the SDMAC 
Foundation can make a secure donation online at www.sdmacfoundation.org.  
 
About SDMAC 
The San Diego Military Advisory Council (SMDAC) was founded in 2004 with the mission to facilitate and 
advance the partnership between the military, elected officials, civic leaders, and the business 
community in order to enhance the understanding of the military’s many contributions to the San Diego 
region. Annually, SDMAC commissions an economic impact study showing the considerable benefits 
from defense-related spending and presence of the military in San Diego. In 2016, San Diego benefitted 
from $23 billion in direct defense spending and was supported by more than 300,000 jobs by the 
military sector. Click here to learn more. 
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